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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. The objections to claims 2 and 4 are withdrawn as the claims have been 
amended. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/16/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Nitta does not disclose the image processing control 
information which specifies image processing conditions adopted in an image pickup 
apparatus, to image data. The examiner points out that there is no mention of "image 
processing control information" in the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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5. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nitta 

(Japanese publication number 2001-186297). 
Regarding claim 1, Nitta discloses: 

An image processing method that makes image data, which 
includes shooting information obtained at a time of shooting, subjected to 
a series of image processing suitable for a selected shooting scene, said 
image processing method comprising: acquiring image data (110029-0032); 
retrieving scene-dependent image processing condition specification 
information (photography mode), wherein the scene-dependent image 
processing condition specification information is related to the acquired 
image data by a digital still camera and is used to specify a scene- 
dependent image processing condition (image processing according to the 
photography mode) suitable for the selected shooting scene (^0030); 
specifying the selected shooting scene based on the shooting information 
(photography parameters), in the case of failed retrieval of the scene- 
dependent image processing condition specification information (110031- 
0032); acquiring a scene-dependent image processing condition suitable 
for the specified shooting scene (l|0031-0032); and executing image 
quality adjustment of the image data with the acquired scene-dependent 
image processing condition (1|0029-0032). 
Regarding claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 

discloses: 
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Acquiring the scene-dependent image processing condition, in the 
case of successful retrieval of the scene-dependent image processing 
condition specification information, is implemented by acquiring the scene- 
dependent image processing condition corresponding to the retrieved 
scene-dependent image processing condition specification information 
from a memory device (110038). 
Regarding claim 3, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Specifying the selected shooting scene, when the shooting 
information includes preset information of the shooting scene, is 
implemented with the preset information of the shooting scene (110031- 
0032). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Specifying the shooting scene is implemented with information 
based on settings of exposure program (dark on the whole or bright, kinds 
of colors that exist in the image data), aperture (exposure value), shutter 
speed (shutter speed), subject distance range (focal distance), ISO speed 
rate (exposure value), and flash (flash) included in the shooting 
information (1|003 1-0032). 
Regarding claim 5, see the rejection of claim 3 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 
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Specifying the selected shooting scene, when the shooting 
information does not include the preset information of the shooting scene, 
is implemented with infonnation based on settings of exposure program 
(dark on the whole or bright, kinds of colors that exist in the image data), 
aperture (exposure value), shutter speed (shutter speed), subject distance 
range (focal distance), ISO speed rate (exposure value), and flash (flash) 
included in the shooting information (110031-0032). 
Regarding claim 6. see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Nitta further 
discloses: 

Scene-dependent image processing condition is a combination of 
values of multiple image quality-relating parameters, which are set in 
advance for each shooting scene (110029-0032). 
Regarding claim 7, Nitta discloses: 

An image processing apparatus that makes image data, which 
includes shooting information obtained at a time of shooting, subjected to 
a series of image processing suitable for a selected shooting scene, said 
image processing apparatus comprising: an image data acquisition 
module that acquires image data (110029-0032); a memory module that 
stores multiple scene-dependent image processing conditions set for 
multiple shooting scenes (image processing according to the photography 
mode 110030-0032 and 110038); a scene-dependent image processing 
condition acquisition module that, in the case of failed retrieval of scene- 
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dependent image processing condition specification information 
(photography mode), which is related to the acquired image data and is 
used to specify a scene-dependent image processing condition (image 
processing according to the photography mode) suitable for the selected 
shooting scene, specifies the selected shooting scene based on the 
shooting information and acquires a scene-dependent image processing 
condition suitable for the specified shooting scene from said memory 
module, wherein the scene-dependent image processing condition 
specification information is related to the acquired image data by a digital 
still camera and is used to specify a scene-dependent image processing 
condition suitable for the selected shooting scene (110030-0032); and an 
image quality adjustment module that executes image quality adjustment 
of the image data with the acquired scene-dependent image processing 
condition (110030-0032). 
Regarding claim 8, Nitta discloses: 

A computer-readable storage medium encoded with a program that 
causes a computer to utilize multiple scene-dependent image processing 
conditions set for multiple shooting scenes and to make image data, which 
includes shooting infomnation obtained at a time of shooting, subjected to 
a series of image processing suitable for a selected shooting scene, said 
program comprising: a computer command that retrieves scene- 
dependent image processing condition specification information 
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(photography mode) from the acquired image data, wherein the scene- 
dependent image processing condition specification information is related 
to the acquired image data by a digital still camera and is used to specify a 
scene-dependent image processing condition (image processing 
according to the photography mode) suitable for the selected shooting 
scene (POSO); a computer command that specifies the selected shooting 
scene based on the shooting information (photography parameters), in the 
case of failed retrieval of the scene-dependent image processing condition 
specification information (110031-0032); a computer command that selects 
a scene-dependent image processing condition suitable for the specified 
shooting scene among the multiple scene-dependent image processing 
conditions (110027-0032); and a computer command that executes image 
quality adjustment of the image data with the selected scene-dependent 
image processing condition (110030-0032). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas G. Giles whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30am to 4:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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